
   
 

   
 

 

Primrose Hill C of E Academy Phonic Milestones 

Schools approach to teaching phonics… 

Essential Letters and Sounds 

Year 
Group 

Term Phase Set HRS (harder to 
read and spell) 
words. 

Handwriting 

Reception 1 Phase 1  
And begin 
phase 2 

Set 1:SATP 
Set2: INMD 
Set3:GOCK 
Set4: ck, e u r 
Assessment 
Set 5 : h b f ff l ll ss 
Review 

I 
the 
no 
put 
of 
is 
to 
go 
into 
pull 
as 
his 

Formation of 
individual 
phonemes taught. 
Print in Reception 
using ELS letter 
formation rhymes. 

2 
 

Phase 3 
 

Set 6: j v w x 
Set7: y z zz qu ch 
Set 8 sh, th, ng, nk 
Set9 : ai  ee igh oa 
Review 
 

he 
she 
buses 
we 
me 
be 
push 
was 
her 
-es (where no 
change to root 
word) 
my 
you 

3 Phase 3 Review 
Set 10 oo ar ur oo or 
Set 11: ow oi ear air 
Set 12: ure er ow (oa) 
 
Review 

they 
all 
are 
ball 
tall 
when 
what 

 

4 Phase 3  
 

Review said 
so 

 



   
 

   
 

have 
were 
out 
like 
some 
come 
there 
little 
one 
do 
children 
love 

5 Phase 4  CVCC words 
Compound words 
-ed 
CCVC 
CCVCC 
CCCVC 
Review 
CCCVCC 
 

  

6 Phase 5 Set 14: ay ou ie ea 
Set 15: oy ir ue aw 
Set 16: wh ph ew oe  
Set 17: au ey a-e e-e 
Review 
Set 18: i-e o-e u-e c 

oh 
their 
people 
Mr 
Mrs 
your 
ask 
should 
would 
could 
asked 
house 
mouse 
water 
want 
very 

 

Year 1 1 Phase 5 
 
 

Review 
 
Set 14: ay ou ie ea 
Set 15: oy ir ue aw 
Review 
Set 16: wh ph ew oe  
 
 

 Introduce lead in 
and outs pre 
cursive. 

2 Phase 5  Set 17: au ey a-e e-e 
Set 18: i_e o_e u-e c (s) 
Set 19 : y (ee)  al (or) 
 
Review 

please 
once 
any 
many 
again 

 



   
 

   
 

who 
whole 
where 
two 

3 Phase 5  Review 
 
Alternatives 
Set 20: a ey ea eigh a e I y 
Set 21: o a u ch ea 
Set 22: or ear ou  ie ve y 
Review 
Set 23: are ere ear tch 

here 
sugar 
friend 
because 

 

 4 Phase 5  Set 24: o 
Review 
Set 25: g ge dge st 
Set 26: ce se gn kn wr mb 
Set 27: se ze eer ere ti  
Review 
Set 28: al augh ss si ti ci 
 

  

 5 Phase 2 3 4 
5 

Revise all sounds and spellings 
taught so far in preparation for 
Phonics Screening Check. 

  

 6 Phase 3 4 5  Revisit and revise all previous 
learning. 
Read longer text extracts to support 
reading fluency and comprehension. 
Children will have exposure to more 
rarely used GPC’s. 
 
 

  

Year 2 1 Phase 3-5 
revision 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Introduction 
to Phase 6 
(normally 
4/5 weeks 
in Term 1) 

Revision of 44 phonemes, digraphs 
and trigraphs (phase3-5 with an 
emphasis on split digraphs) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Past tense verbs –ed suffix and 
apply the different spelling rules: 
double the consonant, add -ed 

Revision of Year 
Rec/1 HRS words 
 

Fully cursive 
handwriting 
 
 
Year 1 and Year 2 
Common exception 
words 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Past tense verbs 
(apply spelling 
rules) 



   
 

   
 

 2 Phase 6 Past tense verbs continued 
Irregular verbs in the past tense 
 
Present tense verbs and investigate 
spelling rules for 
–ing suffix  (add –ing, double the 
consonant) 
Assessment for Phonics Screening 

Common 
exception words 
Year 2 list 
 
 
Segmenting using 
targeted digraphs 
 

Year 1 and Year 2 
Common exception 
words 
Past tense verbs 
(apply spelling 
rules) 
Targeted digraphs 
in spellings 

 3 Phase 6 Change a verb into a noun with 
suffix –er 
Comparative adjectives with suffix –
er 
Superlative adjectives with suffix –
est 
Contracted words 

Targeted 
digraphs/trigraphs 
 
Air, igh, ear, ure 

Suffix –er/est 
 
Contractions 

 4 Phase 6 Contracted words continued 
 
Apostrophe to show possession 
 
Plurals and apply the different 
spelling rules: add s, add es, change 
y to an I, change f/fe to v, plurals 
with different spellings. 
Revise homophones 

‘o’ phoneme with 
letter ‘a’ 

Contracted words 
 
Plurals different 
spelling rules – 3 
weeks 
 
Homophones 

 5 Phase 6 Adverbs - investigate the suffix -ly 
Spelling assessment 
Investigate the different types of 
sentences: exclamations, questions, 
statements, commands 
Dictionary/ Thesaurus  
Add the suffix -tion 

Revision of 
Common 
exception words 
Year 2 

Adverbs 
 
Spelling 
misconceptions 
 
 

Spellings with suffix 
-tion 
 
 

 6 Phase 6 Investigate the suffix –en (turning 
adjectives into verbs)  
Adding the suffix –less to convert a 
noun into an adjective 
Revision of spelling rules applied 
over the year for past tense/ 
present tense verbs, contractions, 
apostrophes for possession 
Dictionary/ Thesaurus 

Revise reading of 
spellings and 
concepts covered 
over the year 

Suffix -en  
 
Suffix –less 
 
Spellings for  
 

 

 


